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Distress  and  Joy  in  the  Search 


Queries 

What  has  happened  in  your  Meeting  this  year 
that  caused  you  most  distress? 

How  does  your  Meeting  meet  your  needs: 

— for  spiritual  nuture  and  growth? 

— for  help  in  time  of  emotional  stress? 

— for  support  when  the  Meeting  does  not 
speak  to  your  condition? 

— for  friendship? 

Do  we  keep  to  the  peculiar  Quaker  genius  of 
testing  our  individual  leadings  against  the  per- 
ception of  the  Meeting?  Do  we  remember  that 
the  light  which  is  available  to  all  is  seen  only 
imperfectly  by  any  of  us?  Does  your  Meeting 
love  and  support  those  led  to  pursue  their  con- 
cerns? In  Meeting  for  Worship,  do  we  remember 
that  the  quality  of  our  listening  is%as  important 
as  the  quality  of  our  speaking? 

Are  you  able  to  welcome  conflict  as  opportunity: 
— to  see  opposing  views  more  clearly? 

— to  achieve  a deeper  understanding  of  each 
other? 

— to  discover  new  truths  that  coencile  the 
conflict? 

Do  you  refrain  from  pressing  for  consensus  when 
none  arises? 

Are  you  able  to  listen  with  respect  to  speakers 
whose  message  evolves  in  you  violent  opposition? 
Can  we  find  a measure  of  truth  even  in  the 
most  unformed,  uncertain  or  objectional  vocal 
ministry?  Do  you  voice  your  position  when  you 
know  that  those  present  disagree? 

Do  you  take  on  more  responsibilities  in  Meeting 
than  you  should? 

Are  you  reticent  to  take  on  responsibilities?" 
Are  you  able  to  take  your  social  concerns  serious- 
ly without  overestimating  your  own  ability  to 
solve  the  problems  involved? 

Do  we  keep  renewing  our  awareness  of  the  con- 
nection of  personal  and  moral  concerns  to  our 
faith? 

What  has  happened  in  your  Meeting  this  year 
that  brought  you  the  most  joy? 


The  third  session  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
was  a worshipful,  serious  and  complete  self- 
examination  of  Friends’  relationships  to  other 
Friends  and  to  their  Meetings.  Ministry  and  Over- 
sight Committee  presented  searching  Queries  read 
by  Chrn.  Stratton  Jaquette  (Palo  Alto),  William 
Scott  (Reno),  Amy  Howell,  Dennis  Durby  and 
Jan  Tappan  (Orange  Grove)  and  Elizabeth  Israel 
(San  Jose),  Friends  used  the  Queries  for  the 
search  and,  except  for  two  pauses  in  response 
to  requests  for  time  to  listen,  our  answers  tumbled 
out  in  rapid  variety. 

Here  are  some  of  our  distresses:  The  Monthly 
Meeting  holds  to  a rigid  idea  of  worship;  Friends 
are  leaving  the  Meeting  because  they  are  working 
too  hard,  or  they  can’t  stand  the  smog,  which 
also-  dulls  our  brains;  the  Meeting  maintains  the 
•generation  gap,  its  business  is  tedious,  it  says 
nothing  to  those  who  are  really  looking,  .it  has 
dropped  God  from  the  rolls;  personal  differences 
interfere  with  the  life  of  the  Meeting,  which 
is  full  of  cliques  and  back  room  power  plays, 
even  here  at  Yearly  Meeting;  the  Meeting  fails 
to  help  members  in  emotional  and  spiritual  crisis. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Monthly  Meeting  fills 
our  needs  beautifully.  The  life  of  prayer  forces 
us  to  dig  deep;  the  corporate  worship  of  God 
gives  us  strength;  people  are  always  there  for  a 
rapid  response  to  distress;  short  term  interest 
group  meetings  have  been  highly  productive;  the 
worship  allows  a freedom  in  believing  which 
leaves  the  believer  still  part  of  a spiritual  com- 
munity; Friends  detailed  specific  ways  in  which 
Meetings  have  responded  to  personal  tragedy, 
hospital,  the  literal  saving  of  life,  the  retrieval 
from  failure  and  feelings  of  inadequacy. 

A clerk  summed  up  these  two  sets  by  saying 
she  is  young,  has  a loving  family,  the  Meeting 
gives  her  fulfillment  and  opportunities  to  do, 
but  she  is  woefully  aware  of  the  incredible  in- 
adequacy of  the  Meeting  for  the  needs  of  most 
older  Friends.  We  have  to  find  God  in  relation- 
ships with  each  other.  We  are  so  busy.  How  can 
we  unclutter  our  lives? 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 

Clerk:  EDWIN  A-  SANDERS.  6208  Temple  City  Blvd.,  Temple 
City  CA  91780 

Assistant  Clerk:  SHIRLEY  TWEED,  '12585  Jones  Bar  Road, 
Nevada  City,  CA  95959 

Recording  Clerk:  ROBERT  SCHUTZ,  3587  LaMata  Way,  Berkeley, 
CA  94306 

Representative  Committee  Recording  Clerk:  VAN  ERNST,  4 Pre- 
sidio Terrace,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

Reading  Clerk:  THOMAS  B.  FARLEY,  50  Bella  Vista,  Belvedere, 
CA  94920 

Statistical  Secretary:  ELIZABETH  DRAPER,  629  Eye  St.,  Davis, 
CA  95616 

Assistant  to  Statistical  Secretary:  GRACE  NODA,  340  Hills 
Drive,  Davis,  CA  95616 

Treasurer:  ROBERT  YOUNG,  535  N.  Fremont  Dr.,  Pasadena, 
CA  91103 

Assistant  to  Treasurer:  ASENATH  YOUNG,  535  N.  Fremont  Dr., 
Pasadena,  CA  91 103 

Historian-Archivist:  WALTON  A.  RAITT,  7919  Misty  Lane, 
Stockton,  CA  95207 

Young  Friends  Clerk:  JOHN  PIZZO,  734  - 41st  Ave.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Clerk:  KARI  JOHNSON,  241 1 N.  Cameron, 
Covina,  CA  91724 

HEADS  OF  COMMITTEES 

Bulletin:  MARGARET  SPEAR,  1185  Beverly  Way,  Altadena, 
CA  91001 

Consultative  Committee  on  Organization:  GRETCHEN  TUTHILL, 
1633  Calle  Dulce,  Vista,  CA  92083 

Discipline:  LOWELL  TOZER,  1074  Merritt  Dr.,  El  Cajon,  CA 
92020 

Education:  LEE  STEELMAN,  26802  Vista  del  Mar,  Capistrano 
Beach,  CA  92624 

Finance:  ISAIAH  MEYER,  1301  Madrone  Place,  Davis,  CA 
95616 

Friend  in  the  Orient:  J.  STUART  INNERST,  5840  Camino  de  la 
Costa,  La  Jolla,  CA  92037 

Friends  Schools:  CHARLES  CRONINGER,  12585  Jones  Bar 
Road,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959 

Ministry  and  Oversight:  STRATTON  C.  JAQUETTE,  528  Cherry 
Ave.,  Tos  ATtos,  CA  94022 

Subcommittee  on  Groups  for  Worship-Fellowship:  CHARLES  W. 
COOPER,  250  Cloydon  Circle,  Santa  Barbara,  CA  93108 

Nominating:  BARBARA  PERRY,  2737  Woolsey  St.,  Berkeley, 
CA  94705 

PYM  Holding  Corporation:  RICHARD  ERNST,  4 Presidio  Ter- 
race, San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Peace:  EARLE  L.  REYNOLDS,  P.  O.  Box  686,  Ben  Lomond, 
CA  95005 

Social  Order:  JEAN  FLORES,  4508  Gundry,  Long  Beach,  CA 
90807 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  - 1973 
August  11-16 


NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 
Presiding  Clerks  of  1973  Yearly  Meeting:  to  be  appointed 
STEERING  COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  ALICE  DART,  1430  E.  27th  Ave.,  Eugene, 

OR  97403 

Treasurer  (Acting):  DONALD  BEACH,  Wilsonian  Hotel, 

4710  University  Way,  NE,  Seattle,  WA  98105 
Finance  Sub-Committee  Treasurer:  ELOISE  HOLDEN, 
6402  N.  48th  St.,  Tacoma,  WA  98407 
Archivist:  KENNETH  HOLMES,  41 0 Orchard,  Monmouth, 

OR  97361 

On  the  question  of  leadings,  we  were  enjoined 
to  let  our  concerns  season  and  wait.  Xhe  op- 
portunity to  test  a leading  with  the  Meeting 
removes  the  great  burden  of  having  to  act  alone. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  consensus  concept  may 
weaken  the  individual  leading;  it  should  be  sought 
only  if  the  Meeting  has  something  to  say  or 
wishes  to  participate. 

We  need  to  learn  patience  in  listening. 

One  Friend  finds  it  easy  to  love  and  respect 
those  who  are  lovable,  but  another  has  learned 
from  Friends  to  treat  everyone  with  respect.  The 
line  between  hate  and  anger  must  be  carefully 
maintained  so  that  the  Friend  who  sees  the 
President  described  as  a Quaker  may  still  behave 
himself.  Friends  have  a tendency  to  allow  deeper 
conflicts  to  develop  unattended  in  the  dark;  then 
they  erupt.  Friends  find  their  violence  receding 
if  they  imagine  themselves  in  the  other’s  shoes, 
or  jf  they  attend  to  their  own  physical  distress. 
One  Friend  thanks  God  for  conflict  and  the 
ways  Quakers  have  developed  for  handling  it; 
another  says  there  is  no  room  for  demons  if 
we  invite  in  the  One  who  can  speak  to  our 
condition.  The  questions  on  conflict  ended  with 
a story.  When  we  center  down,  things  happen. 
Out  of  prayer  we  gain  courage,  faith;  we  can 
dare  death.  This  may  be  the  eternal  life. 

Two  men  met  the  challenge  of  overcommit- 
ment with  the  response  that  we  have  got  to 
over-estimate  ourselves,  to  force,  to  test  our- 
selves to  do  more,  that  there  is  always  more 
potential  within  us,  that  it  is  the  Meeting  which 
slows  and  restrains  us.  Two  women  answered 
the  same  challenge  by  learning  to  say  “no.” 
Anyone  is  dispensable  and  humility,  though  a 
despicable  word,  is  a virtue.  A third  woman 
counseled  acceptance  only  of  her  own  responsibil- 
ity as  she  sees  it,  regardless  of  hopes  or  results. 
A young  clerk  took  joy  from  his  Meeting’s  re- 
jection of  stereotypes.  Its  Nominating  Committee 
has  put  all  kinds  of  people  in  new  and  un- 
familiar roles. 

And  speaking  of  joy,  a Friend’s  biggest  joy 
resides  in  half  her  Meeting’s  coming  here  to 
this  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends.  Another  revealed 
her  old-fashioned  regard  for  marital  felicity,  and 
takes  great  satisfaction  when  the  young  return 
to  her  for  advice  after  straying  a bit  from  this 
goal. 
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News  From  Monthly  Meetings 


Palo  Alto  Meeting  reports  that  its  Friends 
Nursery  School  has  been  successful  in  its  commit- 
ment as  an  interracial  school  and  has  been  quick- 
ly filling  vacancies. 

Berkeley  Meeting  reports  that  a $1,500  loan 
was  approved  by  Meeting  to  help  finance  a project 
of  Berkeley  Youth  Alternatives,  which  seeks  to 
purchase  a house  to  provide  a group  living  situa- 
tion for  boys  12  to  18  years  old  as  an  alternative 
to  Juvenile  Hall.  The  loan,  requested  by  Gene 
Horne  of.  the  Berkeley  Youth  Alternative  group  , 
will  cover  the  down  payment  on  the  house. 

La  Jolla  Meeting  began  providing  housing,  food, 
companionship  and  assistance  for  two  AWOL 
Marine  recruits  from  the  MCRD  in  San  Diego 
on  August  18,  1972.  During  their  stay  under 
the  nuture  of  the  Meeting,  the  men  were  admitted 
to  Paradise  Valley  Hospital  for  medical  and  psy- 
chiatric tests  and  observation.  The  men,  Dale 
Ashby  and  Roger  Baker,  had  both  expressed 
strong  opposition  to  killing. 

From  Ministry  and  Oversight  at  San  Francisco 
Meeting  comes  the  following:  “We  know  there 
have  been  hurt  feelings  and  misunderstandings 
during  the  year.  Yet  we  realize  that  these  are 
inevitable  in  a small  community  where  you  have 
individuals,  with  many  varying  interests  and  back- 
grounds, sitting  face  to  face.  The  best  we  can 
hope  to  do  is  pray  for  guidance  and  to  personally 
try  to  examine  our  own  motivations.  There  is 
always  the  hope  that  as  we  come  more  and  more 
to  the  realization  that  we  should  be  a Society 
of  Friends,  and  not  individual  small  cliques  of 
special  likes  and  dislikes,  we  shall  try  to  know 
each  other  more  and  in  knowing  each  other, 
understand  our  human  natures.” 

Vancouver  Meeting  continues  its  involvement 
with  the  Peace  Action  League  in  that  city,  and 
continues  to  sponsor  a weekly  vigil  for  peace, 
distributing  about  800  new  leaflets  each  week. 

La  Jolla  Meeting  approved  sending  a letter 
formulated  by  Ned  Van  Valkenburgh  in  consul- 
tation with  Dave  Neptune  and  Elka  Herz,  to  be 
sent  to  the  Sheriff,  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  San  Diego  County.  The 
letter  opposes  a movement  to  end  Honor  Camps 
and  to  point  out  that  real  rehabilitation  needs 
far  more  funds  than  have  been  provided. 

University  Meeting  approved  establishing  a fund 
through  which  funds  may  be  channeled  to  aid 
in  a lawsuit  being  brought  against  the  Veterans’ 
Administration  by  The  Alliance  of  Conscientious 


Objectors,  a group  seeking  veterans  benefits  for 
COs.  Funds  channeled  through  the  Meeting  are 
tax-deductible,  and  will  be  accepted  by  the  Meet- 
ing and  forwarded  to  the  group  if  earmarked 
for  this  purpose. 

An  Ad  Hoc  Committee  from  Berkeley  Meeting, 
composed  of  Steve  Arnaudo,  John  Fitz,  Cathy 
Campbell,  and  Stephen  Ott,  was  approved  to 
visit  with  the  chaplain  at  Alameda  Naval  Air 
Station  to  express  the  Meeting’s  concern  for  men 
seeking  sanctuary  from  military  service. 

Honolulu  Meeting  reports  a concern  expressed 
at  Monthly  Meeting  about  how  Friends’  savings 
and  money  is  used  by  banks.  Is  it  contributing 
directly  or  indirectly  to  the  war  effort? 


DEATHS 

MARGARET  COE.  Memorial  services  were 
held  for  Margaret  Coe  on  Sunday,  June  4,  1972, 
University  Meeting  reports.  She  was  born  in 
Vienna  in  1901  of  Jewish  parents,  and  traveled 
about  the  world,  visiting  Seattle  in  1949,  and 
finally  settling  there.  In  a few  months  she  was 
married  to  Charles  Coe,  also  a member  of  Univer- 
sity Meeting.  In  June,  1969,  Margaret  suffered  a 
severe  stroke,  which  left  her  bedridden  until  her 
death  from  a terminal  stroke  on  May  21.  She 
is  well  remembered  for  her  parting  words  to  the 
visitors  at  her  bedside  during  her  illness,  “I  am 
praying  for  you.”  She  is  greatly  missed  by  Friends. 

ARNOLD  WESTER.  Arnold  Wester,  husband 
of  Frances  Wester,  died  early  in  July  due  to 
a massive  heart  attack,  University  Meeting  reports. 
Arnold’s  death  came  as  a shock,  and  his  presence 
will  be  deeply  missed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

JOSEPH  IRVING  PARKER.  Joseph  Irving 
Parker,  a member  of  La  Jolla  Meeting  died  June 
26,  1972.  A Meeting  was  held  at  the  Meeting- 
house on  July  1,  1972,  to  celebrate  Irving’s  life. 
“Many  friends  expressed  their  gratitude  for  Irving’s 
long  life  of  service  and  his  gentle  understanding 
of  others.” 

MERRILL  SMITH.  Merrill  Smith,  husband  of 
Alice  Smith,  a Friend  who  has  attended  both 
La  Jolla  and  Palomar  Meetings,  died  in  June. 
A memorial  service  was  held  in  Poway  on  June 
30,  1972. 
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Pacific  Ackworth  Foundation 


The  Pacific  Ackworth  Foundation  reports  that 
it  has  made  progress  since  September  of  1971,- 
receiving  around  $7,000  from  both  school  and 
foundation  contributions  since  that  time.  Still, 
the  report  states,  another  $10,000  is  needed  for 
projected  needs  during  the  rest  of  1972.  Con- 
struction for  the  school’s  first  dome  (for  class- 
room space)  will  hopefully  begin  this  fall.  More 
construction  was  postponed  due  to  problems  with 
the  local  fire  department,  which  wanted  the 
school  to  pay  the  costs  of  over  $50,000  to 
bring  a water  main  to  the  front  of  the  P.A. 
property  which  would  feed  required  fire  hydrants. 
A compromise  was  reached  with  officials,  however. 


allowing  the  construction  of  this  one  geodesic 
dome.  The  school  had  an  enrollment  of  about 
62  this  past  year,  with  a capacity  of  approximately 
76  for  the  coming  year.  While  some  monies 
have  come  in  from  specific  fund-raising  activities, 
most  of  these  monies  must  go  to  the  current 
operating  budget.  The  Foundation  asks  for  our 
continued  support  for  its  Friendly,  educational 
venture  into  the  world,  seeking  to  provide  the 
students  at  Pacific  Ackworth  with  more  enrich- 
ing experiences  in  learning.  Contributions  may 
be  directed  to  the  Foundation  at  6210  Temple 
City  Boulevard,  Temple  City,  CA.  91780. 
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